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INFLIBNET Centre

Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) for Shodhganga/shodhgangotri

(A Repository of Theses and Dissertations submitted to the Universities in lndia)

This Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) is made and entered into on

zt (Day) oq (Month) zezo (Year) between the INFLIBNET Centre, an IUC of

University Grants located at Gandhinagar, hereinafter referred to as

"INFLIBNET" IM (University / Deemed UniversitY /

lnter-University Centre), nere in after referred to'as the 'University'

wHEREAS, INFLIBNET Centre, an lnter-university centre of the University Grants

Commission, as its mandate, promotes open access to scholarly content generated in

universities. The Centre has computers, network, software infrastructure and technical know-

how required for hosting electronic versions of theses and dissertations in open access with

interface to search, retrieve and access these content.

Wneaeas Kl N'T Vu vhdif"l (University / Deemed University / lnter

University Centre) has agreed to take p{rl in the process of digitisation of old theses and
WHEREAS

dissertations (not availadle in computerized machine-readable format) and building-up of

digital repository and to promote, share and host its ETD in 'shodhganga: A reservoir of

lniian theses submitted to the Universities in lndia' and other universities in open access.
,shodhganga' is a name coined by INFLIBNET Centre for refering to the respository of

tndian EteJtronic Theses and Dissertations. The word "Shodh" originates from Sanskrit

and stands for research and discovery. The 'Ganga' is the holiest, longest and largest river

in lndian subcontinent which has held heart of its people captive and drawn millions of

people to its banks since the dawn of history. The Ganga is the symbol of lndia's age-long

culture and civilization, ever changing, ever flowing, ever loved and revered by its people'

',shodhganga',, a repository of theses and dissertations submitted to lndian universities' is

expecte-d tJ feep giowing to a formidable size as more and more researchers from lndia

submit their resealch works to this ever growing reservoir. Under the initiative called
,,ShodhGangotri", research scholars / research supervisors in universities are requested to

deposit eleitronic version of approved synopsis submitted by research scholars to the

universities for registering themselves for the Ph.D programme

This Memorandunr of Understanding (MoU) defines responsibiiities, liabilities and

commitments of the institutions involved to ensure proper system implementation, to meet

the objectives pertaining to submission and access to Electronic Theses and Dissertations

as 
"nrisageO 

by the UGC vide its Notification (Minimum Standards & Procedure for Award

of M.PhiUFh.D begree;, Regulation,2009 dated 1st June, 2009 / amendment made on Sth

May 2016.

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the mutual agrcernents herein contained'

INFLIBNET and the University agree to the following terms and conditions:

I. INFLIBNET Centre
.1 . Provide access to ETD hosting server(s) at the INFLIBNET Centre

'shodhganga'/'shodhgangotri' to the University with accompanied software

interfacL enabling University / its student to create metadata and upload their

theses and dissertations in ETD repositories designed for this purpose. The

INFLIBNET will take the responsibility of keeping the data intact and usable'

keep back-up of the data so as to avoid its loss. The INFLIBNET will deploy
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2.

3.

4.

tools and techniques of digital preservation to ensure continuing access to
scholarly content in digital formats and to protect them from media failure,
physical loss and obsolescence.

Recommend to the UGC to extend financial assistance to the Universities under
sections 12(B) and 2(f) of UGC Act for digitization of theses and dissertations
not available in computerized machine-readable format and / or for procurement
and installation of a suitable computer system / infrastructure for creation of
ETDs.

Provide configuration of system, specifications and technical guidance to the
University for procurement of computer hardware and related systems for setting-
up of ETDs.

Provide guidelines, technical standards and specifications for digitization of
Ph.D. theses submitted to the university in past and for theses not available in
computerized mach ine-readable format.

lmpart training to at least one person from the university (from library field and /
or from computer field) in creation, updation and computerized operation of
digital repositories of ETDs especially on 'shodhganga'.

Extend access to an anti-plagiarism software or provide services to evaluate
theses for possible plagiarism and submit a report to the concerned university.

The INFLIBNET may refuse to host any material deemed by the INFLIBNET to
be controversial in nature or is in violation of copyright act.

This right of refusal will not relieve the University / ph.D. scholar of liability, both
to INFLIBNET and to the public, for matter contained in the theses that may be
libelous or actionable and to both INFLIBNET and copyright owners for copyright
infringement by the Pfi.D. Scholar.

The INFLIBNET Centre will not be responsible for i) errors, omissions,
inaccuracies and quality of ccntent or misinformation or for any damages
caused to the user or any third party from the use of content provided in the
theses; ii) safety and archiving of loaded content in cases of "force majeure"
including natural calamities; and iii) printed version of theses.

10. INFLIBNET centre will recommend or provide access to plagiarism software
which university may use to detect plagiarism before awarding the degree.

11.The INFLIBNET Centre replicates the content of theses and dissertations on
different server and other auxiliary storage media. However, the INFLIBNET
Centre does not take the responsibility for the archiving or backing-up of loaded
content. The universities, therefore, should also keep a back-up of their theses
and dissertations.

7.

8.

o
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12. INFLIBNET Centre also maintains a repository called "shodhgangotri" for

hosting the approved synopses of research topic submitted to the universities by

the students for registering themselves under the doctoral programme.

Research students/their supervisors are encouraged to submit approved

synopses/research proposals and register their priority on a research proposal

through the rePository.

The UniversitY

1. The University would grant non-exclusive worldwide license to the INFLIBNET

centre for hosting and distributing their theses in digital format in

'shodhganga'/ 'shodhgangotri' or any other server designated for this purpose.

2. fhe University / its researcher scholars agree to host / upload a computerized

machine-readlOte tite in mutually agreed format of all theses on to the

'Shodhganga'/'shodhgangotri' server at the INFLIBNET

3. The University will not hold INFLIBNET Centre responsible for any errors and

omissions contained in the original theses.

4. The University commits to digitize theses and dissertations and their

bibliographic records submitted to the university' and provide necessary

infrasiructure including manpower support for operation of ETDs'

Commits to utilize the assistance provided by the UGC on recommendation of

the INFLIBNET for implementation of ETDs including their digitization.

Deputes at least onu p"rron from the university (from library field or from

computer field) for undergoing training on implementation of ETD organized by

the iNFLIBNET and ensure that the person trained by INFLIBNET on ETD is /

are deployed for the same job.

7. Arranges to provide training to research scholars or users of its library and staff

of colLges affiliated to University in creation of electronic version of theses and

their deposition in the ETDs.

8. Ensures use of standard software and metadata schema suggested / provided

bythelNFL|BNETforsetting-up/development/operationofitsETDs.

9. Creates bibliographic records of all theses and dissertations submitted to the

university in standard bibliographic formats prescribed by the INFLIBNET Centre

from time-to-time and contributes these records for inclusion in the INFLIBNET's

Union Catalogue (lndCat).

l0.Commits to sharing of library ETD resources / databases with the INFLIBNET

Centre as well as with other universities.
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11.The University would agree to host their ETDs in the digital repositories
'shodhganga or other servers' set-up at the INFLIBNET Centre, and grant non-
exclusive licence to the Centre to make electronic version of theses in full{ext
(theses that are born digital as well as those that are digitized using scanners /
digital cameras) accessible through open access ETD.

Q.fhe University shall not use electronic version of theses digitized using funds
given by the UGC for any commercial purposes. The University shall not rent,
sell or license the use of or deliver or release or otherwlse part with the
possession of the systems / software or the INFLIBNET ETDs databases,
Shodhganga or any part thereof to any other party (individual, institution,
organization, etc.)

13.The University will also commit their own funds or grants for fulfillment of the
project, if the project on implementation of ETDs demands more resources and
funds to complete it.

14.The University will use the plagiarism software recommended by the INFLIBNET
and made accessible to test the thesis submitted by the student for plagiarism
before awarding the Degree. lf the university is not subscribing to such software,
it will use the software from the nearest Regional Centre, if any.

l5.University would encourage and ensure that Research Scholars/ Research
Supervisors deposit host their approved Research Proposals/ approved
synopses on the "Shodhgangotri" once Ph.D. is registered.

III. Termination

Both, the Parties, will have rights to terminate the MoU at any time in case of breach of
obligations and terms and conditions of the MoU. This MoU signed hereunder may be
terminated by either party at anytime upon ninety (90) days prior written notice. Upon
termination of this Agreement, the INFLIBNET / University will stop hosting their theses
immediately while keeping the theses already deposited by the University in its archives
for its users. The University shall stop using the INFLIBNET's ETD facilities and databases
and return any software / hardware or digitized content provided by or through the
INFLIBNET, back to INFLIBNET within the 3 months notice period.

lN WITNESS WHEREOFF, the parties hereto executed this MoU on this date above
mentioned.

(*vesn H(ru 0')
uNIvERsIrY K€ 9rt7X44
ViceChancellor / Registrar ft At
or designated authority. UfV 
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,

RUB-qrtl-q, nor rfra t frGt 1-d E TE + Rq E1ffid h( Ei ftrFtER qf,
aETrgll-r I

BqE-urqq, T(E( qfrer fttieii s qfrE srser arr.jr{ qS ffi-e dr BFrafi-go
6-G + Rq qE!-{d trn oqr HTq S qE t.fi.er } dqre-{ h ftq qcsrft sp{
gffi aiqr y<rq Etrn r

, Efue.fuitr HB( t.fr.gt. *'wrqf;+q-q ils e-{ME fi fuffiqr
q< frqE-*re-q srgfl-{ BTrqtir A;{r T{f, FilrTilr sT ET'frrr +-ri + Rq sfr-d-A * r

trcffi'c aru wpfrft-fl t.a.fr * mrqFrq-q qr yflqleror ti + Rq ft"dkrr{q
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-I* ftdeii + q++qin-n y, * g.s.4 t.fi.* u s-n+ e,,tr{r+rT * +iea t.tr'qfrqrw t ftia si*i + 6*"ft + eqvcrrr+-rteil eiq-+r gF.q-rqq *rqlsrcii +) yfileT"r q-il{ +-G fi qq_€Tr +i_rn r
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to' ftuGqr.rq t.fi.fi. riqra-+ I ffi.q +1 qnffie *_< q sr.q frfui *$M siHT +.r-+ il ftq q-fi-q_d tTr r

t t ' frqfrqrerq 3TT+ t'fr'fr. +l qqfrqiE +;R t +r4-ft6 ,qfreri,n 
4T er;q vtr, qrBRav T16 t de mr-+ + frq Tr6-tr drrr +{ +r fi vgui q1o Fda mrfufi-n €Fd-*"r e-{fi rn *frT fr Efr-c-{ €r qtr Trq f, + * F+n{ qrEG-.-d ffi +r sq+,T s,+ Etu-d E+ S ) ; Ro .*d *'*l].o nqrerq t e{isTfr-il et-i-dTfrd q_<rq mtrn I

tz. frryG-qrqrq {=mfi rra fi iTfi *,o.,RI + uoftT t fuR ftq qq qfrermtt'r *Rfreet TiffiuT +l s-frrr. t ffi ,ft qffiftqq stq.t + ft(, ng mtrn rftqfrqrq-{ frift fi Brar qeT (qfr, rieri, +frrao qrB + ffic il frrzq Iqi*aq-( qr t.&.s. +.r+s, qfrerrirn m q-ff+ ffi fi tr+ + ffi q-r, E_nq rrqrr+ r'frT fu erE*rfu qr ffiu lr qrfr qr rs+ ffi 6*q. q-< ffi efl_r il qrqBrf-sfrR visr €r qt{n 
r

ts. qfr €.e.fi. t mrqtqoo €Eifi qfrihqrr +i x,.r s-..i + frq +{ Brfun vqna_q}srrET ftrs fi si*qq-frilr'&'ft, fr qq Rrfr fr R,a*-*re-{ qq cffiq-*+1 3r6G h Rq qq-fi FT{i fi ffi* qrrm 3r{-fl-i-sr vq-+rr sT+ k Tf,{-c-d qtrn rt+' ftqfr*'f,q, {i*z arcr ergrnfto HrEftr* qtft qrr s.* * u*ql 61vq?i,.r st{n sit{ qfra sqrfs s_ET_{ frq qri t Xt +nBm+ *.ft *' frq qra drcrq"-Sd frq rrg rfru xier +.r qftwq frG * ftq q+ srf,"er ERrhTr I ery1fruftqrEq qs eirc++r fi ersil q-fi fr ra t fr +6 ffi fi er;q q_sfi_fr+ffq *q q-r s9q=er qi.ra}q-( sT sr+{_ *t* t"' 
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15. frqBerr"rq qfrer eis+ilrcii / eifs q-fAet-+} +i a,{ {r{ ftr5- e[ cfr-f,{ d qri t
sqTid {frer{irn-fi q( 3rq+ q-dmf{d srEcerrr s-€-{r4} / 3r{frftd sifa qR tffi rt1
AFds{i+ftqm(qirn r

Fq wqR arq-q il ilffi a qrd * B?Eiq{ + qTq+ q fufi .fi qqq d=fr qeit
drrl {fl H-f,cft ilq-c ft1{E sli il 3rlffirT il.n qe fEmerkd s-€qfd wrq-q +i ffirqs) artr frffi rft Frrq 90 ft-{ fi frtrq-( {fir q( rg ft;Tr qT q_{if,T B r q_q qEc-fr
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+-<c-r i-m tn ET-q'rfr q-d-+ + fi qcr ftq ,I sfrq-wu) qi frp{Rqr,.q. 3iq-}qflfiETTR fr erqt wffist + vq+{r + fu $feh rd-.n r R,a6-qrcrq frF{ffic rrrr !'ilT fi w € t.fi.S gftm 3fu Wi qir srrfrq."iq fiTr
frtn r frftv 3{-{fS + fi-{ r-Sfi * eir{ Eqftnqte + ft*ft 9ft qic-cas_r / r€}qT qr
w* qrerq t Bfu*gr ft.r{ qrsrfr qir qrftqa+ +1 5-q, +rqs..mrrr *rn r
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